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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.03 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Kokoda Trail - Adjournment Debate 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.03 pm]:  I will not keep the House for long.  I am sure that on a 
Thursday, in particular, I would be unpopular if I did that.  In fact, I meant to speak on this issue last night.  
Yesterday was the very important anniversary of the Kokoda Trail campaign.  I use the word “trail” quite 
deliberately, because it is only in recent times that the name has been changed to “track”.  Those who were 
involved in the campaign knew it as the Kokoda Trail.  Those who really know nothing about it now want to call 
it, in their so-called better judgment, the Kokoda Track. 

As a young fellow, it was my privilege to be a jackeroo in the Kojonup district.  One man in that district was 
Brigadier Arnold Potts.  He was from the electorate of the Leader of the House.  He was the leader of the 
Australians on the Kokoda Trail.  He was a very special Western Australian and a very special part of our 
history.  Like many such people, he was a very charming man.  He started in the Army as a private and rose to 
become a brigadier.  At the time, that was as high as any other Western Australian had been promoted in the 
Australian Army.  I enjoyed more than one or two parties held in his home.  He and his family were very 
charming. 

The events on the Kokoda Trail were the birth of what has become the history of the Special Air Service 
Regiment.  It was the first time the Army was deeply involved in jungle warfare.  Australian troops became 
experts - probably the best in the world - in that type of warfare.  Many people do not know that for most of the 
time the soldiers were there nearly all their food, equipment and ammunition was stolen from the Japanese.  The 
troops would enter the Japanese camps at night and steal provisions.  It was done on a regular basis.  Even the 
mines they laid were homemade from stolen Japanese equipment.  They must have been a group of very special 
men.  They are people of whom we should all be immensely proud. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 5.05 pm 

__________ 
 


